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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAN SA 02981 I22I29Z 
ACTION ARA-I4 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 MCT-OI CIAE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-IO 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
SY-05 EB-08 COME-00 EA-10 /092 W 

035533 130309Z/63 

R 122050Z JUN 78 

PM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8422 
INEO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS CZ 
DIA WASHDC 

CONPIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 2981 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, ES 

SUBJECT: LUIS MENDEZ ROVOA RELEASED BY KIDNAPPERS JUNE 10 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2367 

1. SALVADORAN BUSINESSMAN LUIS MENDEZ NOVOA KIDNAPPED WITH 
ERNESTO SOL MEZA EARLY MORNING MAY 14 (SEE REPTEL) WAS RELEASED 
IN SUBURB OP SAN SALVADOR EVENING JUNE 10. MEDIA HAS CARRIED 
INPORMATION ONLY CONCERNING PACT THAT HE WAS RELEASED AND 
DEPARTED POLLOWING DAY, JUNE 11, FOR THE U.S. SOL MEZA AND 
JAPANESE BUSINESSMAN MATSUMOTO, WHO WAS KIDNAPPED MAY 17, 

STILL HAVE NOT BEEN HEARD PROM. 

2. COMMENT: MENDEZ NOVOA AND PAMILY APPARENTLY ADAMANTLY 
REFUSED TO DISCUSS KIDNAPPING AND SUBSEQUENT RELEASE WITH 
EITHER GOES SECURITY FORCES OR LOCAL MEDIA. PRESUMABLY 

HIS PAMILY AND FRIENDS WERE ABLE TO RAISE RANSOM 
REQUESTED (ONE MILLION U.S. DOLLARS OR SOME NEGOTIATED 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 02981 122129Z 

PIGURE). SINCE MENDEZ NOVOA WAS NOT DEBRIEFED BY LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES AND MAY WELL HAVE INPORMATION THAT WOULD BE 
HELPPUL IN SOL MEZA AND MATSUMOTO KIDNAPPINGS, EMBASSY 
INVITES DEPARTMENT'S CONSIDERATION AS TO WHETHER APPROPRIATE 
U.S. AUTHORITIES COULD CONTACT MENDEZ NOVOA IN U.S. 

IP SUCH ACTION DEEMED FEASIBLE, EMBASSY WILL TRY TO 
ASCERTAIN EXACT WHEREABOUTS OP MENDEZ NOVOA. PRESUMABLY 
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HE ENTERED U.S. AT MIAMI AETERNOON JUNE II. 
DEVINE 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BUSINESSMEN, KIDNAPPING, PRISONERS RELEASE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SANSA02981 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780246-0056 

Format: TEL 
From: SAN SALVADOR 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780669/aaaachrd.tel 

Line Count: 64 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7a4fd18a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 SAN SALVADOR 2367 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2388672 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LUIS MENDEZ ROVOA RELEASED BY KIDNAPPERS JUNE 10 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, ES, (MENDEZ ROVOA, LUIS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7a4fd1 8a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



